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Research Facts 
SOME SIGNS OF ABUSE 

• Bruises, black eyes, welts,     
lacerations, and rope marks 
• Bone fractures, broken bones, skull 
fractures 
• Open wounds, cuts, punctures, 
untreated injuries in various stages of 
healing 
• Broken eyeglasses, physical signs 
of being subjected to punishment 
•Reports of being hit, slapped, kicked, 
or mistreated 
• An elder’s sudden change in 
behavior 

• Threats and intimidation causing 
mental anguish 
 

SIGNS OF EXPLOITATION 

• Stolen ATM, Debit, or Credit Cards 
by caregivers or family members 

• Signing deeds to real property, loan 
papers or withdrawal slips through 
deception or coercion 
• Abuse of Power of Attorney 
authorization 
• Telemarketing/sweepstake scams 

• Investment fraud 
 

SIGNS OF CARETAKER  
NEGLECT/SELF NEGLECT 

• Pressure Ulcers 
• Unsafe and/or unsanitary living 
conditions 
• Lack of medical care 
• Malnutrition and/or dehydration 
• Hoarding 
• Poor hygiene 
• Not wearing suitable clothing for 
the weather 
• Confusion 
 

MOST FREQUENTLY NAMED 
PERPETRATORS 

• Adult Child 
• Spouse, Other Relatives 
• Non-Relative Caretaker 
• Facility Staff 
 

For More Information Contact 
North Carolina Division of Aging and 

Adult Services 919.733.3818 
www.ncdhhs.gov/aging 

 
Your Local Social Services 

www.ncdhhs.gov/dss/local 
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