October 28, 2011
RE: graduation speech

I'm honored to be graduating today and I want to thank the staff and all the students for this special opportunity. In particular, I would like to thank Ms. Rose my counselor, Mr. Russell, Mr. Jimmy, Melissa, Walter, Mr. Tony, Shantel, and all my teachers for their support in different but important ways during my stay at this school. 

Information is a key success factor in today’s world. Indeed, I was not aware that such an organization existed to help people with my condition feel a sense of independence and eventually become productive members of society. So let me say that this training has meant a great deal to me.
I have had discouraging moments in my life, but I have learned never to feel overwhelmingly discouraged because struggling is a part of life. It makes you tough and helps you become a better person. The support that I have received here from all of you has been helpful and influential. Success is less a measure of a person’s financial or professional achievements than a measure of his or her humanity. Consequently, we need to remember that we all can make a difference in the lives of others regardless of our circumstances. I came to this school thinking that my vision was severely impaired, but over the past four to five months I have seen great people with greater disabilities. Regardless, they are the most proud and sociable people I have ever met in my life. They are color blind and so should the rest of us be. To me the beauty of a society is its diverse communities.

How many other people like us will you help to rescue through this program and your seriousness about the lives that are at stake? Only God knows. People with a disability can be productive members of our society. They do not need a handout; they want opportunities and compassion from people that are blessed with a fully functioning body or mind. 
Thank you again from the bottom of my heart, and may God bless your hearts. 

Zeinab Maiga

