Child and Family Team Meetings 
Involving Domestic Violence Issues


The Nash County Department of Social Services considers domestic violence a very serious matter.  It affects over 4 million women each year.  That number is three times higher than that of male victims.  Each year approximately 30% of women killed nationally are killed by their husband or boyfriend.  The average age of most victims is thirty years old or younger with 85% being female.

Contrary to what families relate to social workers, domestic violence affects children.  Children who witness domestic violence display the same emotional responses as those who have been physically or emotionally abused.  It is estimated that 70% of men who abuse their female partners abuse their children. 

Some victims want their abusers to participate in their Child and Family Team meeting.  We recommend that victims and their abusers have separate meetings.  We understand that batterers want to maintain a sense of control, may make threats to you or may threaten to physically hurt you if you attend the meeting.  Both your and your child(ren)’s safety is important to us.  Together, let’s decide how we can have our Child and Family Team meeting so that everyone will be safe both during and after the meeting and you can make the best choices about your situation.  
Please answer the following questions:

· If you choose to have your abuser at the meeting, what do we need to do to make the meeting safe for everyone?

· Has he/she ever been known to carry a weapon?

· What are some indicators that will let us know that your abuser‘s temper is escalating to the point that he/she may become dangerous?

· How will you let me know if you start feeling threatened by your batterer in the meeting or feeling unsafe?
· Have you had a discussion with your abuser about the meeting?  

· Do you feel that he/she will harm you if you attend the meeting without him/her?

· Has he/she threatened you with regards to attending the meeting?

· What will be the benefits for having your abuser at the meeting?

· Is there anything that you do not want to share in the presence of your abuser at the Child and Family Team meeting?
· How can I make sure that you and your child(ren) will be safe after the meeting?

· Do you still feel that having your abuser at the Child and Family Team meeting is your best and safest choice at this time?

