Indicative Income Handout
1. Thomas Thomas applied for FNS benefits on 9/1/09. Thomas gets paid every week on Fridays. His base period income is as follows:


8/7/09   32 hrs @ $10.00 = $320.00

8/14/09 40 hrs @ $10.00 = $400.00



8/21/09 10 hrs @ $10.00 = $100.00

8/28/09 40 hrs @ $10.00 = $400.00

What amount would be indicative of this household’s ongoing income?


You can not determine the ongoing income with the information provided because you don’t know if the 
8/21/09 pay is indicative or not.
2. Per telephone call to Thomas Thomas’ employer you find out that the pay check that he received on 8/21/09 was smaller because the company was on short time during that week. The employer states that it has happened several times over the last couple of months and will probably happen again but they usually don’t know until about a week before. With this new information what amount would be indicative of this household’s ongoing income?

Given this information would you say that the 8/21 pay is indicative? Yes


Why? Because the employer states that there is a history and it is likely to continue.


Total $1220.00 / 4 = $305 * 4.3 = $1312


How would you document? You would document exactly what the employer tells you. Make your 
documentation clear enough that someone off the street that had never seen a FNS case before could 
pick it up and follow what you did.
3. What if per telephone call to Thomas’ employer you find out that the plant had to shut down because of a fire and that is why the 8/21/09 pay was short but it was repaired and things are back to normal now. Does this change what amount would be indicative of this household’s ongoing income? 

If yes, how?

Would you say the 8/21/09 pay is indicative? No


Why? The employer states that it was a one time occurrence so it is not likely to be repeated during the 
cert period.

$1120 / 3 = $373 X 4.3 = $1604


Compare #2 and #3 amounts $1312 vs. $1604
4. Jane Jane applied for FNS benefits on 8/24/09. She is currently working at Wilson’s Wallets and gets paid every other Thursday. Her base period pays are as follows:


7/09/09 40 hrs at $10.00/hr = $400

7/23/09 40 hrs at $10.00/hr =$400

What amount would be indicative of this household’s ongoing income?


400+400=800 / 2 = 400 X 2.15=860


You find out prior to certification from the client that she got a pay raise of $1 per hour on 8/31/09. 
Does this change what amount would be indicative of this household’s ongoing income? 

If yes, how?

Yes, because you need to account for the pay increase to make it indicative.



40hrs X $11.00 = $440       
$440+$440=$880/2=$440 X 2.15 = $946

5. Sue Bee applied for benefits on 9/3/09. She states that she gets paid on the 1st and 3rd Friday of each month. Her base period pays are as follows:


8/7//09  120 hrs @ $10.00 = $1200

8/21/09  80 hrs @ $10.00 = $800

What amount would be indicative of this household’s ongoing income?


Can’t say with this information because you need to know why 8/7 pay is bigger. Is this indicative of her 
monthly income?

The employer states that because they are paid on the 1st and 3rd Friday each month each quarter there 
is one pay that has an extra week. The next couple that will have an extra week will be 11/6/09 and 
2/5/10. Does this change what amount would be indicative of this household’s ongoing income? 

If yes, how?

Yes, because you know the 8/7 pay is not indicative of her monthly pay. 

How would you calculate it? You would have to separate the base income from the other income and 
calculate and convert each separately and add them together.


Part 1

$800 + $800 = $1600 / 2 = $800 X 2 = $1600


Part 2

$400 + $400 = $800 / 6 = $133


Total Income
$1600 + $133 = $1733

6. Uncle Ben applied for benefits on 8/7/09. He states that he just got a job at the pickle factory on 7/22/09 and he gets paid weekly on Fridays. To date he has received 2 pays and they are:

7/31/09  24hrs @ $6.50 = $156

8/7/09 39 hrs @ $6.50 = $254

What amount would be indicative of this household’s ongoing income?

The 7/31 pay is not indicative so you would exclude it when doing your calculations. He has only 
received one full pay so you will use it to project. 

254 X 4.3 = $1092

7. It is February already and Thomas Thomas is due for recertification. He completes his recertification and turns it in stating that he lost his job at the end of January and has not found a new one yet. You verify that his last pay was received on 2/5/09 in the amount of $893. What amount would be indicative of this household’s ongoing income?

Zero because he has no ongoing income.
