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July 15, 2022 
 

DEAR COUNTY DIRECTORS OF SOCIAL SERVICES 
 
ATTENTION: DIRECTORS, CHILD WELFARE PROGRAM ADMINISTRATORS, MANAGERS, 
SUPERVISORS, AND SOCIAL WORKERS 

 
SUBJECT:  ONE-TIME INCREASED CHAFEE (LINKS) TRANSITIONAL FUNDS  

 
REQUIRED ACTION: ☐ Immediate ☒ Time Sensitive ☐ Information Only 

 
PURPOSE: INFORM COUNTIES OF ADDITIONAL TIME-LIMITED TRANSITIONAL FUNDS  

 
Chafee (LINKS) Transitional Funds 
 
The John H. Chafee Foster Care Independence Program, LINKS in North Carolina, assists current and former 
eligible foster care youth and young adults ages 14-21 in achieving self-sufficiency through support services, 
resources, and LINKS Special Funds.   
 
For SFY 2022-2023, North Carolina Department of Social Services (NCDSS) has a one-time use of additional 
Chafee funds available to support the purchase of school uniforms and clothing. To be eligible to receive this 
One-Time School Clothing and Uniforms funds allowance, a youth must meet the following three requirements 
as of the date of the clothing allowance disbursement.  

 
1. Be between ages 14-17 years old 
2. Be in foster care  
3. Be open for LINKS Services in the Services Information System (SIS) 

 
Each county using these funds must expense $500.00 per youth and the additional time-limited funds provided 
must be expended by September 30, 2022.   
 

1. Each county will follow the regular DSS-5217 form submission process. Please submit a separate DSS-
5217 LINKS Reimbursement Form for the additional Time-Limited School Clothing and Uniforms 
reimbursement. 

 
2. Submit the separate DSS-5217 Reimbursement Form via email to linksreimbursement@dhhs.nc.gov. 

Please ensure the subject line includes: Your county name and One-Time School Clothing Allowance 
Reimbursement. 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ncdhhs.gov/
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Attached is the One-Time LINKS Clothing Allowance budget that was calculated based on the number of youth 
ages 14-17 in foster care in each county’s jurisdiction as of April 30, 2022. 
 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Tori Marshall, State LINKS Coordinator at Tori.Marshall@dhhs.nc.gov. 

 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
Carla McNeill 
 
Carla McNeill, MSW 
Section Chief for Permanency Planning 
Division of Social Services, Child Welfare 
North Carolina Department of Health and Human 
Services 

 
 
 
Cc: Susan Osborne, Assistant Secretary for Human Services 

Lisa Tucker Cauley, Senior Director of Child, Family and Adult Services 
Adrian Daye, Deputy Director for Child Welfare Practice 
Tammy Shook, Interim Deputy Director for County Operations 
Kathy Stone, Section Chief for Safety and Prevention Services  
Kimaree Sanders, Interim Section Chief for Regulatory and Licensing 
Peter West, Section Chief for County Operations 
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